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Cairde,
As the 2012 pilgrimage season draws to a close, and the long dark evenings 
of winter approach, congratulations to all of you who have walked or cycled El 
Camino this year. Up to 30th September, 3540 compostelas have been issued to 
Irish pilgrims.
To anyone planning or considering walking or cycling the Camino don’t waste the 
winter, use it to research and plan your trip, get comfortable with your boots and 
rucksack, and as winter eases into spring start training to build up stamina and 
endurance – the preparation is as important as the journey itself. 

In bleak and difficult times 
you must keep something beautiful 

in your heart                       
  - Pascal

The pilot phase, 30th April – 16th  October, of the Amigos project, jointly sponsored 
by our Society and the UK Confraternity of Saint James, has been a resounding 
success, exceeding our hopes and expectations. Our Amigos volunteers are keeping 
alive and fostering the age old tradition of pilgrims ministering to pilgrims. The 
contribution by volunteer Amigos in welcoming and assisting arriving pilgrims has 
been acknowledged  by the Director of the Pilgrim’s Office,

I want to thank all of the Amigos for their generosity in coming to Santiago 
to work every day welcoming pilgrims. 
Just as pilgrims greet each other on the Way with a 
friendly ‘Buen Camino’ now when they arrive in Santiago they have their 
fellow pilgrim Amigos greeting them with ‘welcome and congratulations’                            
 - Canon D. Jenaro 

We look forward to your tangible support through your membership subscriptions and 
volunteering to serve as Amigos, as we plan to develop and grow the Amigos project 
in 2013.
The opening pages of “The Book of Pilgrims to Santiago” have  been beautifully 
illustrated and the first tranche of names have been inscribed. Details of how you can 
have your name entered into the ‘Book’ can be found elsewhere in the Newsletter.
Membership is the lifeblood of our Society. It enables us fulfil our role of fostering an 
understanding and appreciation of the Camino’s related history, art, architecture and 
music. Don’t neglect to renew or take out membership for 2013 – giving something 
back for the gifts you have received from the Camino.
A date for your diary, our Annual Dinner will be held on 9th February 2013 in the 
Stephen’s Green Hibernian Club, Dublin. A great opportunity for members to renew old 
acquaintances and meet new Camino friends.

At its heart, the journey of each life 
is a pilgrimage, 

through unforeseen sacred places 
that enlarge and enrich the soul.

     -John O’Donohue
 
Pádraig MacSweeney
Chairman

Welcome from the Chairman In this Issue

Photo by Aidan Herron 

Mullingar to Santiago

Amigo Team 13 

Newbies on the Portugese Camino
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‘That’s the very job for you, Les’, said my husband, having spotted the ad for volunteer Amigos in the Pilgrim Office in 
Santiago. Was he afraid that as a retired teacher, after 35 years teaching French and Spanish, I might get under his feet 
in the kitchen? Definitely not! The more I thought about it though, the more the idea appealed to me. Using my languages 
in a new context, living in Santiago for a fortnight when the rest of the country was going back to school…Yes, I would 
apply. And how lucky I was to be one of those chosen to don the now famous blue Amigo t-shirt, even if it was to be for 
Team No. 13!

My previous experience of walking several Caminos reassured me that the challenges I would face; like sharing an 
apartment with a man I had never met and being available to talk to people all day for two weeks at a stretch would 
somehow work out for the best. And they did!  Team 13 got off to a flying start and the time flew. Irish groups started to 
arrive almost immediately. Within my first two hours as an Amigo, three of last year’s Sixth Year students appeared up 
the stairs. ‘Hi Ms. Rankin! You said you might be here to welcome us and YOU ARE!’ They had walked over two hundred 
kilometres and had countless stories to tell. 

It was a real pleasure to work with Seán, my fellow Amigo. He was quick to spot Irish pilgrims and establish a rapport with 
them as they inched their way up the stairs in the queue. Whether they were from Dundalk, Tipperary, Derry or Mullingar, 
he seemed to know someone they knew. If he didn’t, the conversation would turn naturally to Camino stories and end up 
with them seriously considering membership of the Irish Society of St James and returning to do a longer stretch of the 
route next time!

There were other English-speaking pilgrims of course, from Britain, Malta, South Africa, Australia and New Zealand, 
Canada and the U.S.A.  They too seemed to appreciate the presence of the Amigo team. Some even thanked us for being 
there as they left the office with their Compostela. 

My role seemed to develop over time as that of problem solver. Having Spanish gave me the ability to deal with a variety 
of authorities, the police, the Cathedral sacristan, online travel agents and hostel wardens. There was miraculously no 
issue that went unresolved, but then again, that’s no surprise! We are talking Camino here!

Watching the dramatic swinging of the ‘Botafumeiro’ after the Pilgrim Mass and being presented with a beautiful 
personalised Compostela and commemorative medal in appreciation of my time spent as an Amigo are moments that I 
will always treasure. But by far the most memorable of all would have to be those spent in the company of pilgrims who 
shared with me their most remarkable Camino moments. Some would say they were ‘coincidences’-others would prefer 
to call them ‘God-instances’! 

Amigo Team 13
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Lesley Rankin

Amigo Team 13, Seán Corrigan and Lesley Rankin with pilgrims Yvonne Tyler, Michael Walsh, Deirdre Tyler and Connie Whelan

See the Amigos in action at http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6OA8Xw1YvUE&feature=youtu.be
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Ireland offers a unique contribution to the camino

Beautiful writing is almost as old as humankind. The sacred books from 
the monastic period in Ireland are probably the highest achievements of 
Irish art. 

Calligraphy still survives in this digital age and is freer than ever to 
embody the mood and meaning of a text in colour, form and style, using 
all the rich expressive means of modern art.  

The Book of Pilgrims to Santiago is a project aimed at connecting again 
with the great monastic tradition of the Book and at the same time 
supporting and acknowledging the work of modern Irish Calligraphers.   It 
celebrates the achievement of all those who have made the pilgrimage 
to Santiago.

The individual styles of our three calligraphers, Kevin Honan, Ann Shouldice 
and Noeleen Freine are clear to be seen. And while they faithfully record 
the names of Pilgrims who have reached Santiago, they also embellish 
the work with fine drawing and margin notes of  poetry, quotation and 
musings. The book itself is handmade, bound in leather and was made in 
Ireland at Rathfarnham by Des Breen of Antiquarian Bookcrafts. 

It will be kept on display at the Church of St James, James’s Street in 
Dublin. It also can be transported, for example, to schools or societies to 
use  in  discussing the art of bookmaking, calligraphy, and the Camino de 
Santiago, if the need arises.

Please support this special Irish contribution to the Camino and to our 
tradition of the illuminated manuscript  by having your name inscribed 
in the book. Send a photocopy of your Compostela (non-returnable) and 
print clearly your name as you wish it to be inscribed together with a 
donativo of €10 to Betty Tuite at The Irish Society of  the Friends 
of  St James, 36 Upper Baggot Street, Dublin 4.

The Book of Pilgrims to Santiago
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On 6th Sept 2012 a journey began anew from Mullingar to Santiago De Compostela. 
A group of modern day pilgrims were following in the footsteps of pilgrims from 
down the centuries, sure in the knowledge of the legacy which binds Mullingar to 
Santiago and to St James.

In the 13th century Augustinian monks had a monastery and thriving community 
in Mullingar and now is remembered only in the name of a local street – Austin 
Friars St.

In 1996 a burial ground belonging to the monastery was unearthed. 35 skeletons 
were found, 4 were wearing the scallop shells of St James, 2 were fully preserved 
and intact, proof that monks from Mullingar had in the 13th century, journeyed to 
Santiago and back.

Shortly afterwards Soroptimists Mullingar and District erected a memorial to mark the site of the monastery. This memorial comprises 
2 life size figures of monks. One is a young man, ready to leave on his pilgrimage to Santiago. The other, a man of much greater years, 
wearing his scallop shell, is preparing the younger man for the road ahead. This statue has become a landmark and a source of pride to 
the people of Mullingar.

But back to 2012. At 8.15 am on the morning of 6th Sept this group of modern day pilgrims, led by Mullingar priest, Fr. Michael 
Kilmartin, set to walk in the footsteps of those monks. Photos were taken. From Mullingar to Santiago and Sarria in one day!  Our 
Camino had begun!

Sturdy walking sticks, old familiar boots and runners were the order of the day. Laughter, chat and greetings of “Buen Camino” could be 
heard as we and others of various nationalities walked each day. We grew adept at finding 2 very important features on the Camino:

a) Camino stamps, the proof beyond doubt of our efforts and word filtered through to all whenever one was sighted.

b) Coffee shops, havens of rest for tired feet and to ask the all important questions:

Who did you meet?, Where were they from?, Where did they start out?, And the burning question - how are your feet? 

Each day brought quiet times to walk with our thoughts, our prayers, our own unique and personal reasons for being on the Camino, 
always with a sense of unity, of belonging, a sense of being in the footsteps of those who had gone this very way through the years, the 
decades, the centuries before us. Humbling, edifying and uniting , as we helped each other along, until at last we, like the pilgrims of old, 
stood on Monte Gozo and caught our first glimpse of the spires of Santiago Cathedral. 

And Santiago itself! This beautiful, bustling, teeming city alive with colour, people and language from all corners of the globe! Tired, weary 
and elated all at once, we forgot sore feet, aching limbs and heat as we tramped into the square in front of the Cathedral to complete 
our walk. What a sense of achievement to have arrived, to have done it. All the aches, pains, tired feet faded in front of the magnificent 
thurible of the cathedral. We visited St. James’s tomb and laid our worry stones (boulders perhaps!) behind.

All that remained to do was visit the Pilgrim Office and collect our well earned certificates.  Here we met with Seán and Lesley. They 
had a super welcome for us even having”Mullingar Group” displayed on signs in the Pilgrim Office.  We talked about Mullingar and the 
town’s unique link with The Camino. Promises were made to strengthen and maintain this link.  Our sincere thanks goes to both of you.

Our final day included a guided tour of the cathedral area and an insight to all its past glory and importance. 

Homeward bound, we all agreed it had been a memorable and hugely enjoyable trip, well worth the trials and efforts. The arduous 
journey of the 13th century monks from Mullingar is once again a talking point in Mullingar. The age old link between The Camino and 
Mullingar has been rekindled. Let’s hope this is the beginning of many more walks along the ancient route.

Buen Camino

The Way of St. James - Mullingar Camino Walk
Mary Wynne
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Received on the occasion of the Annual St. James Day Mass 2012, from Don Jenaro Cebrián, Canon of the Cathedral 
of Santiago.

Greetings to all members of the Irish Society of the Friends of St. James from Don Jenaro Cebrián, Canon Delegate of 
Pilgrimages, the Cathedral Church of Santiago de Compostela, given this day of 8th July in the year Our Lord 2012.

My dear members of the Irish Society of the Friends of St. James,

I write to you from the Tomb of The Apostle to extend our fraternal greetings to you on this day of your Annual Mass. 

Today I know that you give thanks, as do we in Compostela, for the magnificent work of your organisation providing 
information, support and help to pilgrims. These services are also central to the new Welcome Ministry in Santiago in 
which you have played a founding role. I have been very fortunate to meet some of your members who have come to work 
in the Pilgrims’ Office providing a warm welcome for all pilgrims as well particular help and advice to those who speak 
English, and of course Irish.   Pilgrims helping other pilgrims lies at the heart of the Camino. It is one of the hallmarks of 
pilgrimage. Now when pilgrims arrive in Santiago they are welcomed by pilgrim Amigos. This is truly a Christ-like service.

And so, dear members of the Irish Friends of St.James, I want to invite all of you to remember the gifts you have received 
from your own pilgrimages…the hands of friendship you were offered, the bowls of food, the tears you shed, and the 
laughter too, the effort you put into your pilgrimage and the challenges you overcame. I ask you to remember those 
moments of intimacy when you were drawn close to a fellow pilgrim, drawn to the beauty of the countryside of Spain, 
drawn to the solitude of your own company. In each of these aspects you were drawn to God. Above all, I ask you to 
remember the joy of arriving at our Cathedral, kneeling at the tomb of the Saint, the pilgrims’ Mass, the Botafumeiro, 
and getting your Compostela.

I want to end this greeting to you by thanking your Chairman Pádraig Mac Sweeneny and his colleagues for the time and 
effort they have put into developing the Welcome Ministry in Santiago. I also want to thank all of you for your continuing 
support of this service and of pilgrims generally.

My dear friends … your Mass today will end, but your pilgrimage will never end. Continue it. As you go forward in your lives 
celebrate Santiago, our Patron Saint, celebrate the Irish Society of the Friends of St. James and all of its good works … 
but, above all, praise our Lord Jesus Christ, our Lord and Saviour. Go forward in your lives with your pilgrimages continuing 
every single day and when you falter just keep on walking.  Viva Santiago!   

   

   

Letter to Irish Friends
Don Jenaro Cebrián
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From Left: Don Jenaro Cebrián, Lesley Rankin, Seán Corrigan, John Rafferty and Eduardo Perez at the presentation of Compostelas and 
commemorative medals to Amigo Team 13

Greetings to all members of The Irish Society of the Friends of St. James from Don Jenaro Cebrián, Canon 
Delegate of Pilgrimages, the Cathedral Church of Santiago de Compostela, given this day of 8th July in 
the year Our Lord 2012.

My dear members of The Irish Society of the Friends of St. James,

I write to you from the Tomb of The Apostle to extend our fraternal greetings to you on this day of your 
Annual Mass. 

Today I know that you give thanks, as do we in Compostela, for the magnificent work of your organisation 
providing information, support and help to pilgrims. These services are also central to the new Welcome 
Ministry in Santiago in which you have played a founding role. I have been very fortunate to meet some 
of your members who have come to work in the Pilgrims’ Office providing a warm welcome for all pilgrims 
as well particular help and advice to those who speak English, and of course Irish. Pilgrims helping other 
pilgrims lies at the heart of the Camino. It is one of the hallmarks of pilgrimage. Now when pilgrims arrive 
in Santiago they are welcomed by pilgrim Amigos. This is truly a Christ-like service.

And so, dear members of The Irish Society of the Friends of St. James, I want to invite all of you to 
remember the gifts you have received from your own pilgrimages…the hands of friendship you were 
offered, the bowls of food, the tears you shed, and the laughter too, the effort you put into your pilgrimage 
and the challenges you overcame. I ask you to remember those moments of intimacy when you were 
drawn close to a fellow pilgrim, drawn to the beauty of the countryside of Spain, drawn to the solitude of 
your own company. In each of these aspects you were drawn to God. Above all, I ask you to remember the 
joy of arriving at our Cathedral, kneeling at the tomb of the Saint, the pilgrims’ Mass, the Botafumeiro, 
and getting your Compostela.

I want to end this greeting to you by thanking your Chairman Pádraig Mac Sweeneny and his colleagues 
for the time and effort they have put into developing the Welcome Ministry in Santiago. I also want to 
thank all of you for your continuing support of this service and of pilgrims generally.

My dear friends … your Mass today will end, but your pilgrimage will never end. Continue it. As you go 
forward in your lives celebrate Santiago, our Patron Saint, celebrate the Irish Society of the Friends of St. 
James and all of its good works … but, above all, praise our Lord Jesus Christ, our Lord and Saviour. Go 
forward in your lives with your pilgrimages continuing every single day and when you falter just keep on 
walking.  Viva Santiago!
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As we sat in a Portuguese bus shelter on a cool, wet September morning, 
waiting for the sunrise, we seriously questioned our sanity. Heading 
into yet another 26km of winding, eucalyptus trails on Roman Via XIX, 
thoughts of a ‘soft day’ at home in Ireland seemed appealing. But then 
we realised it was all part of Camino Crazy, that adrenaline rush that gets 
you out there day after day, whatever the weather, not only to attain your 
goal of finishing but to be part of that lunatic fringe that constitutes the 
Caminoites.  What were we? Wimps? Never! Like everyone else on The 
Way, we were made of harder stuff. And as the first strands of daylight 
showed and it was safe to embark on our day’s walk following the yellow 
arrows, we got into our stride and headed for that cup symbol on the map 
that indicated a rest 11km away.

And of course stopping was always the reward, whether for that mid-
morning coffee, the lunch in a tiny wayside café or the evening arrival that 
allowed for the Magdalen Laundry style drying out of T-shirts, shorts, the 
ever-important socks and the squelchy boots.

Luckily it wasn’t all rain. There were heady days of sun, as we rambled 
along pathways through ragged fields of corn, behind tiny holdings 
and homesteads under leafy vines weighted with ripened grapes and 
farmyards lorded over by boastful cockerels, crossing Roman bridges that 
frequently reminded us of the essence of this place. But most of all there were people, other Camino Crazies who walked 
alongside us, passed us out, met us later on arrival and shared their amazing stories – stories that were unique, heart-
rending and funny. There was the kindness of strangers - the farmer’s wife who insisted we try the grapes, the café 
owner who insisted he give us a broom handle as a much-needed stick, and the regular offer of Compeed plasters which, 
thankfully, we didn’t need.

And then there was Santiago – journey’s end or maybe just 
another beginning. Who knows? Never underestimate the 
Camino Crazy.

Anne Marie & Aidan Herron

Newbies on the Portugese Camino
Anne Marie & Aidan Herron
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Camino Guidebooks by John Brierley are available to order from; 
Betty Tuite, The Irish Society of the Friends of St James, 36 Upper Baggot Street, Dublin 4.

http://peregrinossantiago.es

The website sets out the functions and main policies of the Pilgrims´ 
Office and the services provided to pilgrims. The site also gives a daily 
running total of the pilgrims who arrive in Santiago plus access to the 
statistics for past years.

Would you look fetching in an Amigo t-shirt in 2013?

Following the very successful launch of the Santiago Welcome Project 
in 2012 we are now recruiting volunteers to act as Amigos for two 
weeks during the 2013 season between May and October. Amigos greet 
pilgrims arriving at the Pilgrims’ Office with a personal welcome and 
congratulation.

Amigos should have walked or cycled to Santiago to qualify for a 
Compostela, have excellent communication skills with an ability to listen 
to and empathise with other people and have a pleasant disposition. 
They will need to be able to work as part of a team and speak some 
Spanish – sufficient to welcome pilgrims. 

The closing date for applications is 31st December 2012.

For further details and to acquire an application form email:  
Johnniewalker-santiago@hotmail.com

Guides

Pilgrims’ Office Website

Santiago Welcome Project - Amigos 2013

Camino Francés
€25

Camino Portugués
€20

Camino Finisterre
€15
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Sat. 9th February 2013, St. Stephen’s Green Hibernian Club, Dublin 2
7.30pm for Dinner at 8.00pm. Tickets €45per person
Our calendar of events for 2013 commences with our Annual Dinner. We look forward to renewing old acquaintances and 
meeting new members and friends. This is always a most popular evening. We are limited to 80 guests, so please 
reserve places by contacting Betty Tuite, The Irish Society of the Friends of St James, 36 Upper Baggot Street, 
Dublin 4. Mobile Phone 085 7819088, no later than Friday 1st February 2013. For overnight accommodation in the club, 
telephone 01-6774744. Limited availability.

Annual Dinner
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The Society is a voluntary organisation, founded in 1992 by returned 
pilgrims to ‘give something back’ to future pilgrims in gratitude for the 
fellowship and spiritual renewal they had each experienced on their own 
Camino. It fosters an understanding and appreciation of the Camino’s 
related history, art, architecture and music. 

It issues the Pilgrim Passport and offers an opportunity to all those 
interested in the Camino to meet and share practical information and 
experiences, especially with those intending to travel by foot or by bicycle.

The Society is non-political and non-denominational, encompassing all 
of Ireland and is open to all.

The Pilgrim Passport and Compostela
To stay in pilgrim hostels (albergues), a Pilgrim Passport is required.  To 
claim a Compostela, the traditional certificate of pilgrimage granted by 
the Cathedral authorities in Santiago, a Pilgrim Passport stamped for 
each day travelled will be required as proof of your journey. Pilgrims 
starting in Galicia require two stamps per day.

Our Activities and Events

• Annual St. James Day Mass 
 Sunday 28th July 2013, 11.30am, St. James’s Church, James St., 

Dublin 8.

•	 Issuing	Pilgrim	Passports
•	 Camino	Information	Days	
•	 Talks	&	Public	Lectures
•	 Newsletters
•	 Email	and	telephone	enquiries/helpline
•	 The	Book	of	Pilgrims	to	Santiago
•	 Amigo	Service,	Santiago
•	 Annual	Dinner

Passport & Annual Membership
Passports: €10
Membership of the Society: 
Single €25, Couple €40, Student €10, Senior (over 60) €15

Cheque/Postal Order to:
The	Treasurer, The Irish Society of the Friends of 
St. James, 36. Upper Baggot Street, Dublin 4, Ireland.  
(postal address only)
 
For more information

www.stjamesirl.com
Email: stjamesirl@gmail.com
Newsletter: caminoeditor@gmail.com
Send us your Camino stories and memories for future editions

Call: 085 781 9088

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Irish-Society-of-the-
Friends-of-St-James/110131172387472

Who We Are and What We Do
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Dublin Information Day March 2012
Committee and Friends sporting their new colours 

St. James’s Church, James St. Dublin 8


