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Welcome from the Chairman 
This year your Society celebrates its 21st Birthday. The Society was founded by returned pilgrims “to 
give something back” in gratitude for the fellowship and spiritual renewal they had each experienced 
on their own Camino, by fostering an understanding and appreciation of El Camino.

We continue to implement that mission through our programme of  Activities and Events, as returned 
pilgrims share their experiences, knowledge and information with those planning to “do” the Camino. 
My thanks to all those members who so generously give their time and support to these events.

Don’t neglect to renew or take out membership for 2013 - give something back and pass on the gift 
of the Camino to future pilgrims. 

The number of pilgrims walking / cycling the Camino has grown steadily over the past 21 years, with 
significant growth in recent years. The Compostela was issued to 3,844 Irish pilgrims in 2012. This 
year has got off to a flying start with 1541 Compostelas issued to Irish as of 31st May. 

Is this the time for you to throw down a challenge to everyday life and to answer the call of the 
Camino?

Every time you leave home
Another road takes you

Into another world you were never in,
May you travel safely, arrive refreshed
And live your time away to it’s fullest;
Return home, more enriched, and free

To balance the gift of days which call you.
         -John O’Donohue
 

Celebrating 21 Years 
1992 ~ 2013

Pádraig MacSweeney
Chairman

Highlights of this Issue

The Cooley Camino The Bright FieldAnnual Dinner Don Jenaro Cebrián
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Most high, all powerful, all good Lord! 
All praise is yours, all glory, all honour, and all blessing.

To you, alone, Most High, do they belong. 
No mortal lips are worthy to pronounce your name.

Be praised, my Lord, through all your creatures, 
especially through my lord Brother Sun, 

who brings the day; and you give light through him. 
And he is beautiful and radiant in all his splendour! 

Of you, Most High, he bears the likeness.

Be praised, my Lord, through Sister Moon and the stars; 
in the heavens you have made them bright, precious and beautiful.

Be praised, my Lord, through Brothers Wind and Air, 
and clouds and storms, and all the weather, 

through which you give your creatures sustenance.

Be praised, My Lord, through Sister Water; 
she is very useful, and humble, and precious, and pure.

Be praised, my Lord, through Brother Fire, 
through whom you brighten the night. 

He is beautiful and cheerful, and powerful and strong.

Be praised, my Lord, through our sister Mother Earth, 
who feeds us and rules us, 

and produces various fruits with coloured flowers and herbs.

Be praised, my Lord, through those who forgive for love of you; 
through those who endure sickness and trial.

Happy those who endure in peace, 
for by you, Most High, they will be crowned.

Be praised, my Lord, through our Sister Bodily Death, 
from whose embrace no living person can escape. 

Woe to those who die in mortal sin! 
Happy those she finds doing your most holy will. 

The second death can do no harm to them.

Praise and bless my Lord, and give thanks, 
and serve him with great humility.

Canticle of the Sun
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Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Buen Camino Francis

The Canticle of the Sun, also 
known as the Laudes Creaturarum 
(Praise of the Creatures), is a 
religious song composed by  
Saint Francis of Assisi. The 
Canticle of the Sun in its praise 
of God thanks Him for such 
creations as “Brother Fire” and 
“Sister Water”. It is an affirmation 
of Francis’ personal theology as 
he often referred to animals as 
brothers and sisters to Mankind, 
rejected material accumulation 
and sensual comforts in favor of 
“Lady Poverty”.

The myth is that St. Francis 
made the pilgrimmage to 
Santiago, 1213 - 1215, but there 
is no supporting evidence, and 
it’s not mentioned in his earliest 
biographies.

The Franciscan monastery 
in Santiago was supposedly 
founded at that time.(the current 
building is not the original)

The 13th Century Convento de 
Santa Clara in Carrion de los 
Condres is reputedly one of the 
places St. Francis stayed. The 
Albergue de Peregrinos, Convento 
de Santa Clara, is still welcoming 
pilgrims today.
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Annual Dinner
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Letter from Rafael Soriano 
Deputy Head of Mission, Embassy of Spain

“Last Saturday my wife Nicoletta and I had the privilege to participate in the Society’s annual dinner representing the Spanish 
Embassy. It was an evening full of joy and warmth. El Camino de Santiago, the Way of St. James, is one of the oldest routes of 
pilgrimage in Europe. It is a way of faith, discovery and understanding. Certainly, it is Europe at its best. Since the foundation 
of The Irish Society of the Friends of St. James, your institution has played a very important role bringing people intested in the 
Way together. But, more than that, the Irish Society helps to make the ties between our two countries even stronger. I want to 
pay tribute to your wonderful achievements and to assure you the support of the Spanish Embassy.”

 

Best regards,

Rafael

Rafael Soriano

Deputy Head of Mission

Embassy of Spain

17A Merlyn Park, Ballsbridge, Dublin 4

The Stephen’s Green Hibernian Club, 9th February 2013
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Anyone who has walked the Camino will happily recall presenting their pilgrim’s passport in the Pilgrim’s Office in Santiago. 
One of the questions asked there is “Where did you start your Camino?” For me, the answer was “St James Gate, Dublin”.
It’s mention at the Pilgrim’s Mass, still brings a smile to my face. It also started a stream of thought about where else in 
Ireland, I could have started or where others did start from in the past. 
I happen to live in the beautiful Cooley Peninsula, where there are a multitude of connections with St James. The first such 
is, that besides being the patron saint of Spain, St James is also the patron saint of all who live in Cooley. This has origins 
in a local legend, where St James appeared overnight in medieval times, to pray for the souls of all in Cooley, with some 
evidence of this to be found at the holy well named in his honour.
Nearby Templetown, is named after of the Knights Templar, this monastic-warrior brotherhood, most famous for their 
protective activities during the Crusades. They discouraged pilgrims from carrying valuables and developed a financial 
system, where these could be deposited in the nearest Templar Church and funds could later be accessed along the route 
using an encrypted document for identification.
Could this be the origin of the pilgrim’s passport?
In the middle of Templetown, lie the ruins of the 
Templar Church, Coill Mhuire built on lands granted 
around 1200. Looking west from the walls of Coill 
Mhuire, along the Iron Age “Wolf’s Path”, your line 
of sight is led to St James’ Church, Grange, one 
of the oldest Catholic Churches in Ireland, built in 
1762. Following the same line brings your eye up to 
Bearnavave, ‘Maeve’s Gap’ from the legend ‘An Táin 
Bó Cuailgne’. 
The nearby port of Carlingford was a major port in 
medieval Ireland. I’m currently researching whether, 
in earlier times, in this area, a pilgrim of Anglo-
Norman descent could securely travel the coastal 
route to Templetown, while pilgrims from Gaelic 
Ulster had to take the more scenic but for them, 
the more secure route leading from the Gap of the 
North. Thay then  traveled across the higher ridge paths of the Cooley’s, onto Bearnavave and the Grange / Templetown 
area, before continuing along to St James’ Well and Carlingford.
For pilgrims today, the opportunity exists, to practice a half day’s moderate walking, testing their stamina and gear, 
listening to some great stories, in the context of an older Irish contribution to walking the Camino and hopefully, in the 
future, get a stamp (sella) ‘Cooley’ on their pilgrim’s passport. 
Are you interested in learning more?

For more information;
Contact : Liam McCauley
Mob: 087 204 9263
Email: liammccauley@me.com
   
   

The Cooley Camino
Liam McCauley
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St James’ Church, Grange, Cooley Peninsula 
during its recent 250th anniversary

The Irish Society of The Friends of St. James  
has arranged a Cooley Camino walk on 
Saturday July  27th 2013. 

For details contact: Betty Tuite 

email: stjamesirl@gmail.com or

Ph: 085 7819088
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Evening Gatha

Don Jenaro Cebrián Franco - An appreciation
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The Irish Society of the Friends of St. James were deeply saddened by 
the recent passing of Don Jenaro Cebrián Franco at the age of 77, who 
was the Director of the Pilgrims’ Office and Canon of the Cathedral 
Church of Santiago de Compostela. He served as the Canon in Charge 
of Pilgrimages for the past 8 years. Don Jenaro, ordained in 1957, was a 
native of Santiago de Compestela and was appointed to the Cathedral of 
Santiago in 1961 following time spent in the local parishes of San Benito 
and Santa Maria del Carmen. He was a quiet and sensitive man and would 
have been amazed at the sentiments of sadness and loss expressed at his 
passing. 

In an interview given some time before his death, Don Jenaro described 
the Camino and all pilgrimage experience as part of the spiritual thirst 
he sees in the world as people strive for another way to live. “People are 
looking for more meaning than money and material success”.

Don Jenaro was buried in the cathedral cloister beside his brother, also a 
Canon, who died two years ago.

Don Jenaro was a strong supporter of the establishment of the Amigo 
Project which welcomes English speaking pilgrims to Santiago on 
completion of their pilgrimage. This project is co-sponsored by The Irish 
Society of the Friends of St. James.

Don Jenaro Cebrián Franco
1935 – 2012
Rest in Peace

Let me respectfully remind you,

Life and death are of supreme importance

Time swiftly passes by and opportunity is lost.

Each of us should strive to awaken

Awaken...

Take heed

This night your days are diminished by one.

Do not squander your life...

The evening gatha (prayer) is chanted at the end of the day in 
the Zen monastery or during a Sesshin (retreat). Emphasis is 
placed on the second “awaken”; it is spoken, not chanted, and it 
sounds clear and strong like a bell being struck. This call to live 
in the present moment – to awaken – is the essence of Zen and 
the essence of the Camino. 

Here, then is a gatha for those who sit and for those who 
walk - mindfully.

Photo: Robert Poynton
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Grey Lake Ramblers, Loughrea, Co. Galway

Homily Santiago Pilgrimage Mass                 
10 April 2013

My name is John Kirby and I am the Bishop of Clonfert, a small diocese in 
the West of Ireland.   I address the members of the Grey Lake Ramblers 
from Loughrea, Co. Galway with whom I travelled and also any other Irish 
pilgrims or those others who speak English.

I thank the authorities of the cathedral for welcoming me to concelebrate 
this Mass and for allowing me to address the Clonfert group.

I intend to make three points, one from today’s gospel and two from my 
experience of the pilgrimage.

The gospel that we have just read (John, 3:16-21, Wednesday, 10 April) 
contains the sentence, “For God did not send his son into the world to 
condemn the world, but that the world might be saved through him.” (Jn 
3:17)  I see the election of Pope Francis as an expression of that outlook.  
The role of the church is not to condemn the world but to challenge its 
values to question its mode of operation and to promote the ideals of the 
gospel of Jesus Christ.

The pilgrimage walk is rightly seen by many as a parable of the journey of 
life.  There are times when we feel abandoned, alone and hurt.   But there 
are also times of joy, happiness and achievement.   We experience these 
different emotions on the days of the pilgrimage walk. We remember too, 
that whichever emotion we experience, we experience it with Christ.  He 
told us “I will be with you always, to the end of the age”.(Matt 28:20)

During the walk, I also thought of those in developing countries who walk 
many kilometres daily.  They walk not for recreational reasons, nor for 
religious reasons, but out of simple necessity.  They walk because of their 
need for water.  As I walked through the rain I was reminded of those for 
whom walking is a daily chore.  May The Lord guide us to help remedy 
their needs for clean drinking water.

I again thank the authorities of the Cathedral for allowing me to speak to 
you this afternoon.

Bishop John Kirby
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Holycross Abbey to Santiago 2013

“It’s a Long Way to Santiago...” (2000km+)                

On the 7th of  April 2013 Thurles resident & Co. Galway native        
Comdt. Michael Walsh retd. (Former Aide de Camp to H.E. the President 
of Ireland) and Yvonne Tyler set out on a 2000km, 100 day journey on 
foot to Santiago de Compostela, Spain. Their trek  began in Holycross 
Abbey, Thurles, Co. Tipperary. It initially took them to Cork to catch the 
ferry to Brittany and having walked the West Coast of France are now 
on the Spanish section of their pilgrimage to Santiago, following the 
Ancient Pilgrims Route, known as “The Way of St James.”

The final goal of Michael & Yvonne’s three month trek is to increase 
awareness of Autism and highlight its effect on family members and 
persons with Autism. They also propose to raise funds for two specific 
Autism related charities: Tús Nua Autism Residential and Resource 
Centre  Thurles and Cottage Autism Network, Wexford.

Yvonne and Michael know the effect that Autism has on families. 
Michaels son Cian is cared for in the recently opened Tús Nua Autism 
Residential and Resource Centre in Thurles. Yvonne’s niece Anna and 
family receive great support from Cottage Autism Network in Wexford.

“Extract from “For the Traveller”
May you travel in an awakened way,

Gathered wisely into your inner ground;

That you may not waste the invitations

Which wait along the way to transform you.

 

May you travel safely, arrive refreshed,

And live your time away to its fullest;

Return home more enriched, and free

To balance the gift of days which call you.

 

~ John O’Donohue ~

 (To Bless the Space between Us) 

Yvonne Tyler, Michele Walsh & Michael Walsh

Holycross Abbey – 7th April 2013
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The Bright Field

Mullingar Camino Walk
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Submitted by Mick McLoughlin in memory of his dear friend Malcolm Grant with whom he undertook many Camino walks.

I have seen the sun break through 
to illuminate a small field for a while, 
and gone my way and forgotten it.

But that was the pearl of great price, 
the one field that had treasure in it.

I realize now that I must give all
that I have  to possess it.

Life is not hurrying on to a receding future, 
nor hankering after an imagined past.

It is the turning aside like Moses
to the miracle of the lit bush,

to a brightness that seemed as transitory
as your youth was once, 

but is the ETERNITY that awaits you.
 

~ R. S. Thomas ~

On 27th July 2013 Mullingar Camino Group are holding a walk in the style of the pilgrim walk of St James.
The walk begins at Fore Abbey in the north of Co. Westmeath, an area steeped in history. It continues through the village 
of Collinstown, and along quiet country roads and gentle rolling hills towards Mullingar town. There are several rest stops 
along the route with tea, coffee and ice-cream to revive the weary walker.
There will be signs and yellow arrows to guide everyone on the right path. Should any walkers find the going too tough taxi 
cab numbers will be posted at intervals along the way. Stewards from the Mullingar Group will be available from start to 
finish. The walk begins at 9.30am approx with buses from Mullingar taking “pilgrims” to Fore to begin the walk back to the 
burial site of the middle ages pilgrim monks in the grounds of Mullingar Cathedral. Fr. Michael Kilmartin, spiritual director 
of Mullingar Camino Group, will lead a ceremony to mark this site and to honour St. James. The distance in total is 24km 
or 15 miles.
All pilgrims who complete the walk will receive a replica Camino stamp to verify they have walked The Way.
For further details contact cathedral@dioceseofmeath.ie, Ph: 044-934 8338 or 
  Mary Wynne at mtwynne@eircom.net. or Ph: 086-376 1500

Photo: Robert Poynton
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Camino Guidebooks by John Brierley can be ordered from; 
Betty Tuite, The Irish Society of the Friends of St James, 36 Upper Baggot Street, Dublin 4. Ph: 085 781 9088

Guides

Camino Francés
€25

Camino Portugués
€20

Camino Finisterre
€15
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English Speaking Chaplaincy on the Camino this August
Interest in the Camino has continued to grow in recent years, with more 
and more people shouldering their packs and walking the pilgrim path to 
Santiago de Compostella. As part of a ministry of welcome a number of 
sisters and priests from the UK and Ireland have come together to organise 
an English speaking chaplaincy this August. We are building up a team 
to welcome pilgrims to the Basilica and provide them with opportunities 
for Reconciliation and Mass during the day. In the evening there will be a 
gathering to share and reflect on their Camino experiences, followed by 
a trip to the bar for a glass of wine. It is our hope that next year we will 
be able to cover all of summer. If you know anyone who would like to get 
involved you can contact me on (086) 7857955 or email 

alan_neville@yahoo.com

Fr Alan Neville MSC, Missionaries of the Sacred Heart.

www.mscvocations.com

Finding Yourself on The Way

Cathedral of Santaigo de Compostela

Ireland offers a unique contribution to the Camino

The Book of Pilgrims to Santiago celebrates the achievement of all 
those who have made the pilgrimage to Santiago.

The Book of Pilgrims, illustrated with fine drawing and margin notes of  
poetry, quotation and musings, records the names of Pilgrims who have 
reached Santiago. It will be kept on display at the Church of St James, 
James’s Street in Dublin 8.

To have your name inscribed in the book, send a photocopy of your 
Compostela (non-returnable) and print clearly your name as you wish it 
to be inscribed together with a donation of €10 to:

Betty Tuite 
The Irish Society of  the Friends of  St James,  
36 Upper Baggot Street,  
Dublin 4.

The Book of Pilgrims to Santiago
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The Society is a voluntary organisation, founded in 1992 by returned 
pilgrims to ‘give something back’ to future pilgrims in gratitude for the 
fellowship and spiritual renewal they had each experienced on their own 
Camino. It fosters an understanding and appreciation of the Camino’s 
related history, art, architecture and music. 

It issues the official Pilgrim Passport and offers an opportunity to all 
those interested in the Camino to meet and share practical information 
and experiences, especially with those intending to travel by foot or by 
bicycle.

The Society is non-political and non-denominational, encompassing all 
of Ireland and is open to all.

The Pilgrim Passport and Compostela
To stay in pilgrim hostels (albergues), a Pilgrim Passport is required.  To 
claim a Compostela, the traditional certificate of pilgrimage granted by 
the Cathedral authorities in Santiago, a Pilgrim Passport stamped for 
each day travelled will be required as proof of your journey. Pilgrims 
starting in Galicia require two stamps per day.

Our Activities and Events

• Cooly Camino Walk Saturday 27th July 2013
• Annual St. James Day Mass 
 Sunday 28th July 2013, 11.30am, St. James’s Church, James St., 

Dublin 8.

• Issuing Pilgrim Passports
• Camino Information Days 
• Talks & Public Lectures
• Newsletters
• Email and telephone enquiries/helpline
• The Book of Pilgrims to Santiago
• Amigo Service, Santiago
• Annual Dinner

Passport & Annual Membership
Passports: €10 
Membership of the Society: 
Single €25, Couple €40, Student €10, Senior (over 60) €15

Cheque/Postal Order to:
The Treasurer, The Irish Society of the Friends of  
St. James, 36. Upper Baggot Street, Dublin 4, Ireland.  
(postal address only)
 
For more information

www.stjamesirl.com
Email: stjamesirl@gmail.com
Newsletter: caminoeditor@gmail.com
Send us your Camino stories and memories for future editions

Call: 085 781 9088
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Irish-Society-of-the-
Friends-of-St-James/110131172387472

Who We Are and What We Do
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St. James’s Church, James St. Dublin 8


